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in that community on Friday of this
week. Private burial will take place at
a later time.

Mr. Elliott was born on December 2,
1924, in Statesville, North Carolina, son
of Frank W. and Lois Young Elliott. He
married Evaughn ‘‘Bonnie’” Close on
January 7, 1950, at Rapid City, South
Dakota. His wife survives him. He is
also survived by two sons, Frank EI-
liott of Santiago, Chile; Jeff Elliott of
Albany, Georgia; and a brother, Jim
Elliott of North Carolina, along with
five grandchildren in whom he took
great pride and affection.

General Elliott graduated from high
school in 1941, and he attended college
in California and in North Carolina, be-
fore he enlisted in December of 1942 in
the U.S. Air Force. He later did com-
plete his college work at Charleston, I1-
linois, at Eastern Illinois University in
1973.

He completed pilot’s training and
was commissioned a Second Lieutenant
in March of 1944. He completed a tour
of combat duty as an air crew com-
mander of B-24s with the 15th Air
Force in Italy during April of 1945, and
he was promoted to Captain in that
same year.

General Elliott remained in the serv-
ice after World War 1l. He served in a
number of different capacities, in oper-
ational supply and aircraft mainte-
nance positions, until 1963 when he was
promoted to the grade of Colonel while
serving as the Deputy Commander for
an operations wing of B-52s based in
California.

He has attended the War College
right here in Washington, D.C. General
Elliott commanded the 92nd Bomb
Wing at Fairchild Air Force Base in
Washington from January 1969 to Janu-
ary 1970, when he was promoted to
Brigadier General. He was the com-
mander of the 14th Strategic Air Divi-
sion at Beale Air Force Base, Califor-
nia, and from 1970 to July of 1971, he
was assigned to the Air Force base in
Thailand as Commander of the 307th
Strategic Wing.

General Elliott was promoted to
Major General and then as Commander
of the Chanute Technical Training Cen-
ter at Chanute, Illinois, which brought
him into Illinois again, and into the
15th Congressional District. He served
there with distinction. He retired from
the Air Force in September of 1975
after completing 33 years of active
service.

Later, after a few years of retire-
ment, we were so pleased when General
Elliott returned to Rantoul to serve as
an economic development consultant
to the Village of Rantoul. This was at
a time when the community of Rantoul
was quite fearful. There was a great
deal of concern in the community be-
cause the Chanute Air Force Base was
being closed under the base closure
passed by this Congress. A large num-
ber of jobs were being lost to the com-
munity.

General Elliott was a man for all sea-
sons, a man who came to the rescue of
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his adopted community. He served
them well. He will be greatly missed. |
am glad to come here tonight to put
this in the RECORD for his memory.
O 1745

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRADY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Texas [Mr.
FROST] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. FROST addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]

IN HONOR OF THOMAS HEN-
DRICKS, ONE OF THE LAST LIV-
ING BUFFALO SOLDIERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. BARRETT]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Mr.
Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to
pay tribute to an outstanding member
of my community and one of the last
surviving Buffalo Soldiers of the Unit-
ed States Army, Mr. Thomas Hen-
dricks. The story of Thomas Hendricks
and his fellow Buffalo Soldiers who
served before him will forever be a sig-
nificant part of the history of America.

The legacy of the Buffalo Soldiers
dates back to post Civil War days. Al-
though African Americans have fought
with distinction in all of this country’s
military engagements, their future in
the Army was even in doubt after the
Civil War. In July 1866, however, Con-
gress passed legislation establishing
two cavalry regiments and four regi-
ments of infantrymen, later merging
two, whose composition was made up
entirely of black soldiers.

The troopers of the 9th and 10th Cav-
alries developed into two of the most
distinguished fighting units in the
Army. The fierce fighting techniques of
these soldiers and their bravery on the
battlefield inspired Native Americans
to call them Buffalo Soldiers. Although
history has often overlooked the con-
tributions of the Buffalo Soldiers, | am
proud to salute one of its finest caval-
rymen, Thomas Hendricks. He is a man
of courage and wears the name Buffalo
Soldier with honor and great pride.

Thomas Hendricks was born on Feb-
ruary 14, 1920, in Evanston, Illinois. As
a young boy, he was strongly influ-
enced by his grandfather, James Hen-
dricks, who was also a Buffalo Soldier
and served our country with distinc-
tion. It was actually his grandfather
who inspired him to become a Buffalo
Soldier and carry on the legacy of the
hundreds of thousands of African
Americans who have given their lives
for the sake of freedom in our country.

Thomas Hendricks joined the 10th
Cavalry of the U.S. Army in 1938 as a
volunteer after receiving extensive
military training under the tutelage of
his grandfather. A few years later, he
was sent to Ft. Hood for training and
went on to pursue a distinguished mili-
tary career which extended more than
a decade.
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Throughout his career as a Buffalo
Soldier, Tom Hendricks has received
numerous honors, including Battle
Stars, for his valiant efforts in World
War Il. He was engaged in military
conflicts including the Normandy Inva-
sion and the Battle of the Bulge. Al-
though much has changed since the
days of the Buffalo Soldiers, including
the integration of all military service-
men and women, the story of Tom Hen-
dricks and his fellow Buffalo Soldiers
who served before him will remain one
of great patriotism and unsurpassed
courage.

I urge my colleagues to join me in sa-
luting Thomas Hendricks for his ac-
complishments as a Buffalo Soldier. We
owe him a tremendous debt of grati-
tude for his service to our country, and
we should all be proud of his contribu-
tion to our Nation’s military history.

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York [Mrs. MALONEY]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to participate in the
special order organized by my col-
league, the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut [Ms. DELAURO] and the gentle-
woman from California [Ms. ESHOO]
and others to salute October as Breast
Cancer Awareness Month.

We all know too well the devastating
facts. With nearly 200,000 cases of
breast cancer diagnosed last year,
breast cancer is the most common can-
cer among women. | was pleased earlier
this year that Congress enacted, as
part of its balanced budget, my biparti-
san bill, the Breast Cancer Early De-
tection Act, to allow for annual mam-
mograms for Medicare women. This
bill was first introduced in 1992 along
with Barbara Vucanovich, who is her-
self a survivor of breast cancer.

We were very pleased that it was in-
cluded in the balanced budget this
year. It certainly makes a very wise in-
vestment that will save women’s lives.
But there is much more that needs to

be done.
Once breast cancer is diagnosed,
sometimes it is too late. But some-

times when treatment is available, a
woman can undergo a mastectomy
which may save her life. Unfortu-
nately, very often we have seen women
who have been forced to leave the hos-
pital with drainage tubes still attached
and just like the drive through delivery
bill, a national outcry forced us to look
at the safety of women who were sent
home hours after a radical mastec-
tomy.

I am proud to be an original cospon-
sor of H.R. 135, the Breast Cancer Pa-
tient Protection Act. This bill will
eliminate the so-called drive-through
mastectomies by requiring insurance
companies to provide at least 48 hours
of inpatient hospital care following a
mastectomy, and a minimum of 24
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hours following a lymph node dissec-
tion for the treatment of breast cancer.

I am also very proud to be a cospon-
sor of H.R. 164, the Reconstructive
Breast Surgery Benefits Act, intro-
duced by my colleague and friend, the
gentlewoman from California [Ms.
EsHoo]. This bill would require health
insurance companies to cover recon-
structive breast surgery, if they al-
ready pay for mastectomies. | am
pleased to stand with my colleagues in
support of the one out of every eight
women who will get breast cancer in
her lifetime.

Right now thousands of women are
signing an electronic petition. The on-
line petition drive will enable breast
cancer patients to become activists on
behalf of this legislation that would
provide them with the kind of health
care they deserve.

Many have shared their personal sto-
ries. One New York woman wrote, and
I quote, ‘“On August 25 of this year, |
learned that | did have breast cancer. A
further study showed that the cancer
had traveled to my bloodstream. | am
34 years old. I am undergoing chemo-
therapy and will also have radiation. It
is absolutely necessary for you in gov-
ernment to help women all across the
country and to take this disease seri-
ously. We depend on our government to
protect us, even when a devastating ill-
ness has befallen us.”

I quote from another letter. 1 would
like to put a series of them in the
RECORD. Quoting, ‘I was not in any
high risk group for developing breast
cancer. Yet | was diagnosed with breast
cancer in November of 1996. | was
shocked and it is still very hard for me
to accept this diagnosis. | opted for a
mastectomy. | am still in the process
of reconstructive surgery. | thank gov-
ernment. You must do more to help
women like me.”

Mr. Speaker, we need to make sure
mastectomies and reconstructive sur-
gery are safe and covered. | thank my
colleagues for organizing this special
order tonight and | salute the women
who are facing these issues every day.
You are our inspiration and we will
continue fighting for you.

REFORM OF THE IRS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas [Ms. JACKSON-LEE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to discuss an
issue that has received quite a bit of
attention over the last couple of weeks
and months. However, many have
raised concerns about this for a period
of time.

Today, however, | think we can bring
this discussion to a higher note in a bi-
partisan manner that reflects greater
interest in saving the voluntary tax-
paying system that we have in this Na-
tion, but as well, acknowledging that
there have been serious problems that
have plagued the Internal Revenue
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Service as perceived by taxpayers in
the variety of stories that they have
been able to share with Congress on
this very point.

| felt compelled to address this ques-
tion in my own district, for it is one
thing to hear of a national outcry. It is
extremely important to allow your
constituents to share their own indi-
vidual cases that may have occurred.

Not one single witness got up and
wanted to declare the abolishment of
the IRS or to say that they no longer
wanted to share the responsibility of
this great government, the government
that provides with national security
your protection, provides for public
education, the safety of our air and
water, that provides for our national
law enforcement, the beautiful na-
tional parks and monuments that we
appreciate, the protecting of this cap-
ital. Citizens to a one concluded that
they wanted to be part of this govern-
ment and part of supporting it.

But each of them could recount for
me an unfortunate set of cir-
cumstances that made them feel in-
timidated and unable to deal with ad-
dressing their problems of questions
about the taxes that they paid or were
alleged to have not paid.

In particular, let me honestly say in
this hearing that | held on Friday, Oc-
tober 17th, many citizens and constitu-
ents that | asked to participate or sug-
gested that they might were, in fact,
frightened and intimidated and did not
want to come forward for fear of being
targeted. That is not the kind of agen-
cy we would like to have.

Let me say in defense that represent-
atives of the IRS employees union also
came forward and mentioned the many
good and dedicated and sincere employ-
ees that want to work within the
bounds of the law, want to work with
taxpayers and want to ensure that that
kind of intimidation does not exist.

With that hearing behind me, |
thought it was extremely important to
compliment the process today of a bill
marked up in the Committee on Ways
and Means and offer my own legisla-
tion, entitled the Taxpayers Justice
Act of 1997. | focus on justice for tax-
payers.

| agree with those who are support-
ing elimination of the marriage tax
penalty. My bill includes that. We
should encourage those who are mar-
ried, live together, support families
and pay taxes. Why should they be pe-
nalized because they are not single?

I also support the creation of civil
and criminal penalties for IRS employ-
ees who work outside the bounds of
their job description and scope, who
harass or intimidate taxpayers, do not
give them a chance to explain their sit-
uation.

I am supporting a two-year commis-
sion to help simplify the Tax Code so
that we are not going through mounds
and mounds of paper, some 9000 pages
of the Tax Code. That simply cannot
be.

I am also interested in creating a
taxpayers advisory board of real, plain,
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average taxpayers, not the major gi-
ants across the Nation, but just the av-
erage citizen who, every day of their
life, is trying to comply with the laws
of this land.

I want to eliminate potential dis-
crimination, job discrimination at the
IRS, and potential discrimination of
those who may be targeted because of
race, sex or ethnic origin or religion or-
igin to be audited. | also want to be as-
sured or assure divorced women whose
incomes are less than their spouses
that they are not penalized with the
taxes of past mistakes in marriage so
that there is some protection for them.
And, yes, rather than rushing a tax-
payer to the courthouse where their re-
sources are exhausted, | would like to
see the utilization of mediation and
dispute resolution so that taxpayers
and the IRS can sit down and attempt
to resolve their differences. There is
some form like that, but it is not
where it is moved in a direction that
reinforces the taxpayer that this is the
right thing to do, to sit down in medi-
ation.

Overall, we have a good system that
supports this government. But when-
ever you call a hearing on the IRS and
your constituents run the opposite di-
rection rather than come to the table
to provide insight and information, you
know you have a problem. The Tax-
payers Justice Act of 1997 is to com-
pliment the Act of the Committee on
Ways and Means, but also to address
your concerns, that of the taxpayers of
this country who need justice.

I hope Members will support the Tax-
payers Justice Act of 1997.

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. BROWN] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
join my Democratic colleagues this
evening in a series of special orders
during Breast Cancer Awareness Month
to discuss what we should do in this
Congress and in communities across
the country to prevent and to cure this
dreadful disease of breast cancer.

Recently, at a breast cancer aware-
ness forum at the Elyria, Ohio WYCA,
a woman recounted the story of hold-
ing her ailing mother’s hand as she was
wheeled down a sterile hospital hall-
way to a surgical room where she was
to receive a lifesaving mastectomy.
Another breast cancer survivor shared
with us the emotional toll this deadly
disease took on her and her loved ones.

This type of meeting to promote
awareness and education about this
deadly disease is not an unfamiliar
sight in the industrial communities |
represent in northeast Ohio. A study
conducted by the Ohio Department of
Health estimates that one in three
women in Ohio will develop some form
of cancer in their lifetimes and one in
nine women will develop breast cancer.
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